ANNEXURE 1
KEY HISTORICAL SKILLS THAT ARE ACQUIRED AND ASSESSED WHEN WORKING WITH
SOURCES:
HISTORICAL SKILLS
HOW CAN THESE SKILLS BE ACHIEVED?
Extract and interpret
• By selecting relevant information for the topic being investigated or from
information from a number of
the question being answered.
sources
• By making sense of the information within its context.
Evaluate the usefulness
• By deciding on the reliability of the information.
of sources, including
• Reliability involves whether one can trust the sources, in terms of who
reliability, stereotyping and
created them and the purpose for which they were created.
subjectivity.
• Identifying a stereotype involves recognising widely held but fixed or
oversimplified (incorrect) ideas of what someone or something is like.
Identifying subjectivity involves discovering the extent to which a source
represents the particular view or circumstances of its author or creator.
Recognise that there
• By seeing things from more than one point of view or understanding that
is often more than one
there can be two sides to the same story.
perspective of a historical • For example, the experience of everyday life or an important event in
event.
history might be different from an ordinary person’s point of view to that of
a leader.
• It can include being able to imagine oneself being in that time in the past
and using information from that time to think like someone from the past.
This is often described by the phrase ‘walking in someone else’s shoes’.
(Bias is the opposite - it is one-sidedness).
Explain why there are
• By analysing and weighing up the conclusions reached, or opinions
different interpretations
about, events or people in the past.
of historical events and • The interpretations may be those made by different historians, textbook
peoples’ actions.
writers, journalists, actors or producers, for example, about the same
things.
Participate in constructive and • By participating in debate about what happened (and how and why it
focused debate through the
happened).
careful evaluation of historical • Debating involves being able to talk with others about the information
evidence.
from the sources, and also using the information to develop a point of
view. It also involves developing formal debating skills.
Organise evidence to
• By using evidence to back up an argument in a systematic way.
substantiate an argument, in • Usually this is done by writing an essay, but it may also be done by, for
order to create an original,
example, making or completing a table, designing a diagram or chart, or
coherent and balanced piece
preparing a speech.
of historical writing.
• Coherent writing has a narrative that follows a clear order and is
organised in a logical way (for example, sequence, explanation,
discussion).
• Original (independent) writing may contain a person’s own opinion or
version of another writer’s opinion. It is balanced if its conclusion is not
one-sided or subjective. It can also be done in a debate.
Engage critically with
• By thinking about how the past is remembered and what a person or
issues of heritage and
community or country chooses to remember about the past.
public representations
• It also concerns the way the events from the past are
of the past, and
portrayed in museums and monuments, and in traditions. It includes the
conservation.
issue of whose past is remembered and whose past has been left
unrecognised or, for example, how a monument or museum could be
made more inclusive.
Understand the range of • By collecting information from different kinds of sources in order to
sources
of
information
provide a more complete picture.
available for studying the past. • By recognising that the kind of information collected from the various
sources provides different perspectives on an event. For example, by
finding as many of the following kinds of sources as possible: manuscripts
(handwritten diaries, letters and notebooks), printed text (books,
newspapers and websites), video or film, photographs, drawings,
paintings or cartoons, and oral sources (interviews, stories and songs).
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